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Rest in peace Mustafa, Rola, Tala, Hanin, Mays and Omar.

“when	I	am	with	my	family
it	is	like	there	is	no	war”

This report is dedicated to the memory and
legacy of Mustafa 

01 November 1975 - 06 February 2023



The Strangulation of Homs 

 1 

Homs was at the heart of the Syrian revolution, serving as an example and inspiration to Syrians 

across the country. People from different walks of life, ethnicities and religious groups came 

together to call for the fall of the Assad Regime. Activists and journalists initially flooded to the city 

to bring out their stories. 

A rising football star, Abdel-Basset Al-Sarout became known as the “keeper of the revolution” for 

his rousing songs in praise of the revolution. Prominent actress – and Alawite – Fadwa Souleiman 

joined Al-Sarout in the Homs protests, speaking out against the Assad Regime. Citizen journalists 

like Rami Al-Sayed, Khaled Abu Salah and Wiam Simav Bedirxan recorded their revolution, 

covering protests and the emergence of an armed resistance as the city became increasingly 

deadly for journalists.    

 

 

 

 

The Regime quickly escalated its response to the protests in Homs, signaling a change in its 

approach to the perceived threats to its survival through a tightly organised crackdown of extreme 

brutality. 

CIJA’s investigations in Homs began as the Regime escalated its response in mid-2011, recruiting, 

among others, Mustafa, a lawyer from Ar-Rastan in Homs governorate, whose investigative skills 

quickly led to him becoming CIJA’s team leader for the governorate. In the subsequent months and 

Khaled Abu Salah Wiam Simav Bedirxan  Abdel-Basset Al-Sarout Fadwa Souleiman 

Credit: Khaled Abu Saleh. Credit: Sourced from Alchetron Credit: Omar Haj Kadour/AFP Credit: Sourced El Cinema 
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years, Mustafa’s team quietly and painstakingly collected thousands of pages of damning evidence 

and witness interviews that show how the Syrian Regime escalated the violence in Homs and how 

the attacks on its civilian population were organised, ordered and closely controlled by the highest 

echelons of the Regime. 

CIJA can now reveal a small selection of these documents, which show the premeditated manner 

in which the Syrian Regime quashed the Homsis’ hopes of democracy. While the Regime’s 

criminality in Homs went on for years, the report will focus on the period covering the start of 

protests in early 2011 through to the siege of Baba Amro in February 2012, the targeted attacks 

on the Media Centre that killed US journalist Marie Colvin and French photojournalist Remi Ochlik 

and the takeover of Homs by the Regime. 

This is the story of the Syrian Regime’s strangulation 

of Homs, a city that gave birth to the revolution and 

to many of its fallen heroes, among them our Mustafa 

who – after being displaced from Homs governorate 

– died in the earthquake that ripped through Turkey 

and Northern Syria on 06 February 2023, along with 

his wife and four children. This report is dedicated to 

his memory and legacy. 

  

Mustafa Homs, photo provided by his family 
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1. 

SUPPRESSION 
“raid targets and search houses” 
Credit: AP 

 

 

 

As popular protests spread across Syria in February and March 2011, resistance to the Assad 

Regime in Homs manifested through mass demonstrations. At first the Regime pursued a policy of 

suppression by monitoring opposition activity, collecting information on incidents of relatively 

low-level protest (graffiti, small-scale acts of vandalism and localised demonstrations), identifying 

participants and instigators and arresting those involved. Early instructions issued by the National 

Security Bureau called for an escalation of intelligence gathering, including by Ba’athist loyalists 

and also acknowledged the occurrence of detentions: 

All security apparatuses and civil and military police should comply with the 

instructions issued by the National Security Bureau concerning the summoning and 
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detention of citizens, as these instruction are aimed at preserving the integrity of 

security work whose objective is to achieve the stability and security of the country. 

Communication from Branch 243 to all Sections and Detachments, 12 March 2011 
 

 

You are requested to intensify the work of informers, sources, Ba’ath Party members, 

and youth organisations in the collection of information concerning persons who 

distribute leaflets and write offensive graffiti for taking necessary action against 

them. 

Instruction from Military Intelligence Branch 243 to subordinate Sections and Detachments, 12 
March 2011 

 

 

But the situation continued to deteriorate. Dissatisfied with the effectiveness of the existing 

security apparatus and lack of coordination with other law enforcement elements, Bashar al Assad 

took steps to strengthen the crackdown by the end of March. 

Documents in the CIJA collection clearly show that the members of two principal national 

institutions – the Central Crisis Management Cell (CCMC) and the National Security Bureau (NSB) 

– planned, authorised and monitored each phase of the response and attacks in and around Homs, 

which were carried out by the Regime’s security services, the 3rd Corps of the Syrian Army and 

Armed Forces, and affiliated militias and paramilitary groups. Through their daily meetings and 

web of directives, circulars, instructions, reports and site visits by senior Regime figures, the CCMC 

and NSB maintained command and control over the escalating actions of its forces in Homs. The 

Homs Security Committee was set up under the direct control of the CCMC
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BASHAR AL-ASSAD

President of the Syrian Arab Republic

Regional Secretary of the Ba’ath Party

Commander in Chief of the Army and Armed Forces

CCMC

Homs Security Committee

Security / Intelligence Command 
Structure:

Ba’ath Party Branch Secretary  | Homs Governor

Military Intelligence Branch 261

General Intelligence Branch 318

Air Force Intelligence Central Region 
Branch

Homs Political Security Branch

Ministry of Interior 
Command Structure

Chief of Police

Civilian Police Units

Central Region 
Military Command 

Representatives

Syrian Army and Armed Forces Command 
Structure  included:

3rd Corps

11th Armoured
Division

18th Armoured
Division

Special 
Forces

4th Division

NSB

Ba’ath Party 
Command Structure 

Branch 

Department 

Division 

Cell 

Paramilitaries 

Table 1: Simplified Command and Control Structure in Homs between March – October 2011 
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Document after document show how the CCMC and NSB controlled the day-to-day actions of the 

security forces and army in Homs, ordering the use of force against protesters, the creation of 

roadblocks, sniping, and raids and arrests within specific neighbourhoods. Equally, local security 

branches were ordered to provide intelligence, daily lists of arrests and seizures, reports, and 

proposals up the chain of command in response to central orders. 

The CCMC was quick to issue key decisions, micromanage and escalate responses to individual 

protests, incidents or operations. An early example of this can be seen in mid-April, when the CCMC 

decried that the period of “tolerance and meeting demands was over” and that “multifaceted 

confrontation of demonstrators saboteurs of security and vandals” was to be undertaken: 

1. The time of tolerance and meeting demands is over, due to the persistence of 
saboteurs and conspirators in relying on our policy to raise the ceiling of their 

demands and hostile practices and to use all methods of militarisation as well as 
weapons to stir sectarian strife. 

2. Multi-faceted confrontation of demonstrators, saboteurs of security and vandals, 
as follows: 

a- Do not release any detainee, refer detainees to the judiciary. 

b- Counter with weapons those who carry weapons against the state, while ensuring 
that civilians are not harmed. 

c- Issue instructions to confiscate unlicensed motorcycles, as well as licensed one used 
as a means of militarisation or transportation for those who carry arms, (the areas 

and details shall be agreed with the Ministry of Interior). 

d- Arrest known offenders, place them in prison and refer them to the judiciary 
without raids. 

e- Mechanism for confronting demonstrations: 

• An equipped police force should be prepared to stop demonstrations, with the 
security [agencies] behind it. 

• Demonstrations should be prepared by the Party and organisations to 
confront them if necessary, according to the situation. 

• Armed forces should not be called in unless in cases of extreme need and for 
specific tasks. 

• Tasks, responsibilities and the mechanism for cooperation between the 
different authorities should be precisely defined.” 
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CCMC Meeting Minutes, 18 April 2011 

 

Hours after the CCMC meeting, 5,000 protesters staged a sit-in at the Homs New Clock Tower 

following the killing of several demonstrators by security forces the previous weekend. 

International media – as well as CIJA witnesses – reported how the security forces sealed off the 

exits to the square before they attacked with rounds of live ammunition, killing, detaining and 

injuring a significant number of protesters. An internal security report, promptly submitted to the 

CCMC after the massacre, described the dispersal and arrest of protesters amidst some shooting, 

followed by heavy shooting in the neighbourhoods of Bab Tadmor, Baba Amro, Al-Mreija, Bab Al-

Dreib and Kalidiyeh.  

In macabre recognition of the incendiary impact of killing protesters, the CCMC insisted that the 

victims’ families would be required to pledge that the killed protesters would “be buried without 

demonstration or assemblies” before the body would be released to them. Importantly, this also 

demonstrated the involvement of the state’s highest-ranking security body in all manner of 

decision-making at the regional level.  

 

  



The Commission for International Justice and Accountability 

 8 

2. 

ESCALATION 
“demonstrate the power and capacity of the 
State”  
Credit: Reuters 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the Clock Tower massacre, the CCMC rapidly hardened its response, fearing the spread 

of unrest across the country. On 20 April, the CCMC ordered the use of force be used against 

protesters, in such a way as to “demonstrate the power and capacity of the state.” Syria’s top body 

further instructed that “detailed plans” were to be “developed to counter the possibilities of armed 

and unarmed demonstrations and sit-ins”. The CCMC also laid out the foundations of its 

subsequent militarised response, ordering an overarching plan to be developed by the Syrian 
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Army and Armed Forces, alongside centralised and detailed planning of the response to ongoing 

demonstrations within “hot” areas. 

2- A new phase should be started to counter conspirators by initiating the use of 

force against them as of this date. It is necessary to find a solution for the battle as 

well as to demonstrate the power and capacity of the state. 

4- The General Command of the Army and Armed Forces will develop overarching 

plans based on the scenario of a possible spreading of demonstrations and hostile 

action on a wide scale in all governorates. Measures should be taken and 

cooperation organised with the implementing authorities, in order to implement a 

part or all of them as the situation develops. 

7- Using all detailed means and methods, based on the situation, when surrounding 

an area, raiding suspects, or countering an anti-government demonstration. 

(According to the instructions given at the meeting). 

8- Arresting wanted persons suspected of being involved in sabotage, killing, 

planning criminal acts and stirring up strife at the instruction of external actors. 

CCMC Meeting Minutes, 20 April 2011 
 

These early CCMC decisions had swift and grave ramifications. Although security forces had 

attacked demonstrators before the instructions of 18 and 20 April, the scale and gravity of violence 

against protesters increased significantly, as security forces confronted them in the very manner 

outlined in these decisions. All of this happened under the intense micromanagement of the CCMC, 

which met daily to review progress, reports and issue instructions. Crucially, minutes of the CCMC 

and their instructions had to be shared immediately with and initialled by the president – Bashar 

Al Assad – before they were implemented.  

An example of this micromanagement can be seen on the day after the Clock Tower massacre, 

where the CCMC circulated its decision to establish roadblocks between each of the 

neighbourhoods that were protesting in Homs, including Baba Amro, Khalidiyeh and Al-Bayyadah. 
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Orders continued to be issued on the operation of checkpoints, including the use of “night-vision 

equipment mounted on automatic rifles” as well as the issuance of financial bonuses to personnel 

manning the checkpoints. 

On 29 April 2011, the CCMC were informed that 19 people were killed and 38 injured during 

protests in the Homs town of Ar-Rastan – where CIJA’s Mustafa was from. In response, the Homs 

Security Committee, a member of the Ba’ath Party Regional Command, a senior military figure and 

the Governor met with two resident delegates from Ar-Rastan to discuss the incident. In a 

demonstration of its power and control over regional decision making, the CCMC recommended 

that monetary payments be made to the families of those known to have been killed and injured, 

stressing that:  

“This will be given as blood money in order to defuse tension and avoid rendering Ar-

Rastan a new demonstration hub or another Dar’a. And in order to ensure that the 

international road will not be cut off.” 

CCMC Security Report, 01 May 2011 
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3. 

ARRESTS 
“conduct inspections in each of the districts” 
Credit: AFP Photo/STR 

 

 

 

 

 

The increasingly violent response of the Regime inflamed the opposition, leading to additional 

protests and the emergence of an armed opposition. By late July 2011, senior Syrian Arab Army 

officials defected to form the Free Syrian Army (FSA), with armed opposition groups coalescing in 

Homs. Over the summer, defected officers and soldiers that had fled to Homs, as well as volunteers 

from the city itself, formed an opposition that gradually began to take control of some city areas, 

initially in the form of defensive groups.  

As the activity of armed opposition groups began to increase in Homs, the CCMC retaliated by 

strengthening joint state military/security operations. 
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In July 2011 the CCMC convened a meeting focusing on Homs to examine “the security situations 

… and appropriate methods to handle” it, thereby directing the Security Committee in Homs to 

“Conduct inspection in the city districts. Start immediately from the eastern city districts and 

arrest the wanted persons; Search for the perpetrators of crimes and hand them over to the 

judiciary”. Demonstrating the high importance that the Regime leadership placed on quashing the 

Homs uprising, the head of NSB itself was ordered to “supervise, monitor and provide necessary 

assistance” for the execution of this task.  

The Homs Security Committee responded with its own set of proposals on 20 July 2011 with the 

CCMC responding on the very same day, where it decided to:  

 “Assign Comrade Head of National Security Bureau and Comrade Minister of the 

Interior to meet with the Homs Governorate Security Committee to discuss their 

propositions submitted on 20/07/2011 on the ground, arrive at and proceed with 

implementing the best decisions, and identify the actual needs of military units 

necessary for completing all missions.” 

CCMC Meeting Minutes, 21 July 2011 
 

At the end of the month the CCMC reported that a large “inspection and investigation campaign” 

was being conducted in Al-Bayyada in the north of Homs, leading to the arrest of 122 people. 

The Head of the NSB continued to issue stronger instructions to the heads of the security branches, 

ordering them to carry out daily joint security-military campaigns to “cleanse” relevant 

neighbourhoods by arresting individuals from the targeted groups and then maintaining control 

of those areas. Those arrested were to be interrogated by Joint Investigative Committees (JIC) 

consisting of representatives from each of the four security branches plus the Criminal Security 

Branch. The interrogation ‘results’ were to be used to pursue new targets and arrest more 
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members of the opposition’s local coordination committees. This was reinforced by a surge of 

troops, including the deployment of five battalions of riot police by the Minister of the Interior.  

Despite the increased security measures, the situation continued to deteriorate through the 

summer. In response, the Regime further escalated their security response. They did this by 

attempting to rectify perceived weaknesses, reorganising the security apparatus and command 

structures it utilised and by formulating, disseminating, and targeting particular groups within the 

opposition. National level plans were ordered – and drawn up – to target demonstrators, 

supporters, coordinators, funders, media activists, as well as armed groups who were arrested and 

detained in their thousands.  Special attention was to be given to opposition media activists as well 

as the media reporting on the conflict, a decision which would have tragic effects in Homs, 

culminating in the February 2012 attack on the Baba Amro Media Centre.  

And yet, Homs remained a hot zone requiring the specific attention of the CCMC which continued 

to evaluate the situation in the governorate and adjust its reactions. At the end of August, one such 

meeting was held in which the CCMC further emphasised its control of the events unfolding in 

Homs deciding that:   

“3. Pursuing the plan developed to control the situation in the city of Homs and 

forming a Joint Investigative Committee in the city. The Committee should deliver the 

results of its investigations immediately to security agencies for timely utilization. 

4. Assigning Comrade Head of the Political Security Department to the governorate of 

Homs to lead the work of security branches on the ground and to contribute to the 

successful implementation of the plan developed to control the situation in the 

governorate of Homs.” 

CCMC Meeting Minutes, 24 August 2011 
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It is important to note here that the Head of the Political Security Department had been dispatched 

not just to supervise the role of the security bodies but to actively “lead” them. The period that 

followed saw an increase in the number of military/security raids in the governorate with 

significant fighting between armed opposition and Regime breaking out.  

Nevertheless, neighbourhoods like Baba Amro slipped further from the Regime’s control.  By the 

end of October, the CCMC was so closely involved that it directly supervised some of the 

“investigation and search” operations in Baba Amro and Jouret Al-Arayes. A CCMC daily report on 

the security situation in Homs dated 31 October noted that:  

“Between 8:00 am and 15:00 pm on 30/10, the Central Crisis Management Cell 

convened several meetings, attended by the Branch Secretary and the Governor, with 

the members of the Communication Committee, the neighbourhood committees, the 

leaders of the party divisions, the leaders of the popular organisations, professional 

associations and religious leaders.”. 

CCMC Meeting Minutes, 31 October 2011 
 

The operation lasted several days as the CCMC daily report from 03 November indicated that an 

exchange of fire in Baba Amro the day earlier resulted in the death of seven Syrian army personnel. 

The media reports of that day referenced heavy bombardment of Homs by tanks. 
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4. 

MILITARY CONTROL 
“focus on sniping” 
Credit: AFP Photo/STR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the Regime lost control of Baba Amro and the armed opposition groups continued their actions 

against Regime security elements and infrastructure, the CCMC further increased the 

militarisation of its response. Control was transferred to the military, through the appointment of 

one of the Deputy Chiefs of Staff of the Army and Armed Forces as the Homs Security and Military 

Chief. Evidence in CIJA’s possession shows that he was assisted by a senior level person from the 

Military Intelligence Department. The fact that such a senior figure, who previously held a key role 

in the Command of the Army and Armed Forces, was appointed to this position in Homs is a 

testament to the seriousness with which the senior leadership viewed the situation in the 
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governorate. Furthermore, it indicates a belief that the situation could only be resolved by 

someone with seniority and experience.  

Thereafter, the role of the Syrian Armed Forces expanded, noticeable by an increase in the shelling 

of the city and sniping of civilians, on top of continued arrests and detentions in military/security 

sweeps. 

Meanwhile the Syrian Regime presented a peace-making alter ego to the outside world, engaging 

with the Arab League’s second attempt to defuse the conflict and ultimately agreeing a peace plan 

in early November to bring an end to the conflict.  

But, at the same time as agreeing the peace plan, the Syrian leadership continued to discuss and 

plan operations in Homs through the CCMC, whose report from 09 November noted that: 

“Working conditions in hotspots (Homs – Hama Idleb) are exceptional conditions 

and require the spirit of initiative and innovative work methods, such as focusing on 

sniping, concealing the entry of forces into city districts, using smoke grenades, and 

concealing the direction of attacks”. 

CCMC Meeting Minutes, 09 November 2011 
 

Tanks were deployed around the city of Homs, firing at residential buildings, with the UN 

Commission of Inquiry reporting that 260 civilians were killed in the three-week period to 13 

November. The peace plan broke down and the Arab League announced Syria’s suspension from 

the organisation on 16 November 2011
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CCMC

Homs Military and Security Chief

October 2011:Major General Muhammad Dib Zeitoun; November 2011 + Lieutenant General Ali Abdullah Ayoub

Homs Security Committee

Security / Intelligence Command Structure:

Ba’ath Party Branch Secretary  | Homs Governor

Military Intelligence 
Branch 261

General Intelligence 
Branch 318

Air Force Intelligence 
Central Region Branch

Homs Political Security 
Branch

Ministry of Interior 
Command Structure:

Chief of Police

Civilian Police

Central Military 
Command 

Representatives

Syrian Army and Armed Forces Command 
Structure  included:

3rd Corps

11th Armoured
Division

18th Armoured
Division

Special Forces 4th Division

NSB

BASHAR AL-ASSAD

President of the Syrian Arab Republic

Regional Secretary of the Ba’ath Party

Commander in Chief of the Army and Armed Forces

Ba’ath Party 
Command Structure 

Branch 

Department 

Division 

Cell 

Paramilitaries 

Table 2: Simplified Command and Control Structure in Homs from October 2011 following the creation of the position of the Homs Military and 
Security Chief 
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5. 

SIEGE 
“wear down and drain the enemy” 
Credit: AFP Photo/STR 

 

 

 

 

CIJA documents detail significant military activity in the weeks that followed. For example, despite 

having signed a third peace plan with the Arab League on 19 December 2011, which saw the 

deployment of monitors, the Regime ordered a major raid in Homs. At 6am on 23rd December, 

troops stormed Baba Amro, Jober and Al-Sultaniyya, in the start of a four-day raid, arresting 43 

people, with a number of civilians killed or wounded by Regime gunfire. CCMC reports recorded 

further early morning raids in the same neighbourhoods, with at least 50 more people arrested.  
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At 6:00 on 23/12, a search operation was conducted for wanted persons in the city 

districts of (Baba Amr – Jouber – Al-Sultaniyya) as a result of which (43) individuals 

were arrested. 

CCMC Security Report on the Security Situation, 24 December 2011 
 

“At 6:00 on 24/12, the search and inspection operation continued in the city districts 

and villages of (Baba Amro—Sultaniyeh—Jober). (Forty-six) people were arrested” 

CCMC Security Report on the Security Situation, 25 December 2011 
 

The UN Commission of Inquiry reported that the shelling of residential buildings by tanks and anti-

aircraft guns escalated during this attack, with Regime snipers shooting and killing unarmed 

women, children and men.   

Armed clashes between the opposition and the Regime became even more frequent with many 

reports in CIJA’s possession detailing the number of dead and wounded soldiers. In January 2012, 

Assad rejected another Arab League peace proposal which effectively ended their monitoring 

mission. After the withdrawal, the Regime launched its widespread shelling campaign followed by 

ground raids on Baba Amro. 

On the eve of the attack, the NSB issued a circular to the Heads of Security Branches, containing 

measures directed by the CCMC at a meeting held on 01 February 2012 where they took a number 

of decisions “pertaining to guiding military and security commanders”. The guidance included 

blocking supply routes into opposition-controlled areas, increasing targeting and reporting, and 

reinforcing military, security, and police presence in recaptured territory. Specifically in relation 

to targeting, the CCMC instructed that military and security commanders were to: 

“Carefully examine and constantly follow up on information about targets, in 

addition to carrying out successful surprise actions, always taking the initiative, 

resorting to deception and camouflage and appropriate means of psychological war, 

wearing down and draining the enemy, achieving the optimal exploitation of the 

abilities of the special tasks groups that are under the command of the commanders 
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and beginning the implementation of actions that guarantee success and constantly 

striving to adopt new working methods and methodologies.” 

NSB Circular detailing measures adopted by CCMC, 01 February 2012 
 

As part of this approach, the names of armed men killed in the fighting were to be reported to the NSB 

and circulated through media outlets to assure “the credibility of military and security activities 

carried out against them in order to boost the morale of the public”. 

The siege started on the evening of Friday 03 February in the residential area of Khalidyah. Activists 

estimated that at least 200 people were killed that night as entire buildings were destroyed or set on fire. 

Checkpoints had been increased around the neighbourhood – as well as Baba Amro – effectively 

trapping residents within the siege area. Days later, the aerial bombardment of Baba Amro was similarly 

ramped up. 

Hospitals, medics and informal media centres were continuously targeted: a medical witness 

described how a field hospital was bombed, and continued to be hit even when they moved location. 

Another described how the sleeping quarters of surgeons was repeatedly hit, and that when they 

withdrew, the Syrian Army burnt both the hospital and the sleeping quarters to the ground. 

Journalists and citizen reporters were also targeted, with at least eight killed during the siege and the 

months leading up to it, including the veteran war correspondent Marie Colvin and war photojournalist 

Remi Ochlik. 

A document from later in 2012 is indicative of the wanton disregard by the Syrian government forces 

of their duty to refrain from attacking civilians and civilian objects - as witnessed throughout the siege. 

An intelligence report from Branch 261 to the Homs Military and Security Chief asserts that a number 

of defected officers were living in a multi-story house in Ar-Rastan. The report infers that 15 defectors 

were using the second floor as an operations chamber, led by a defected Colonel. A recruitment centre 

was identified to the east of the unnamed multi-story building, while the basement of a further 

unidentified house served as a warehouse for arms. These personnel and facilities constitute lawful 
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military targets under international humanitarian law subject to a requirement to take precautions to 

spare civilians and civilian objects. 

However, the report notes that a field hospital was located in the multi-story building housing the 

defectors, with a kindergarten and a vegetable market situated to the north. The hospital, kindergarten 

and the vegetable market – and most especially, the wounded and civilians within these facilities – 

were indisputably protected persons and objects. As such, it was incumbent upon the attacking force 

to balance the military advantage to be gained from any attack upon the lawful targets against the 

likely loss of civilians and civilian objects. 

The order shows that the attacking forces failed entirely to meet their obligations arising from the 

precautionary principle and the related duty under international humanitarian law to refrain from 

indiscriminate attacks, i.e. attacks that are directed against military and civilian targets without 

distinction. The order directed the use of artillery in the attack. The artillery available to the Syrian 

Arab Army at that time were indirect-fire, area weapons systems with large margins of error. They 

were incapable of delivering rounds with the precision that this attack would require, such as striking 

the floor of the building housing the military defectors whilst avoiding the field hospital, in order to be 

lawful. 

Opinion of Mr. Major General, Security Chief in the Governorate and Assistant to the 

Military Commander: 

I recommend to accurately locate the location and bombard it immediately 

 

Decision of Mr. Major General, General Military and Security Chief in the Homs 

Governorate: 

Determine the location of the place and strike with artillery immediately. 

Military Intelligence Branch 261 report sent to the Homs Military and Security Chief, 27 

June 2012  
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6. 

ASPHYXIATION 
“strike with artillery” 
Credit: AFP Photo/SANA 

 

 

 

 

 

In the last days of February, as Free Syrian Army fighters carried out controlled withdrawals to 

supportive towns and neighbourhoods, a series of massacres were carried out. Men and boys were 

rounded up by regime forces and local pro-government paramilitaries and taken to a number of 

factories where they were mutilated and killed, homes were raided in Basatin Baba Amr and 

Basatin Jober where entire families were disfigured, sexually violated and murdered, field 

hospitals and the homes of medical personnel were burned and escape routes were targeted with 

civilians massacred. 
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On 01 March amidst falling snow, the Free Syrian Army announced its withdrawal from Homs. The 

Syrian government declared that it had control of the city, and carried out post-offensive sweeps 

of the city, arresting, sexually assaulting and killing many of those remaining and looting what little 

was left intact within the city. CIJA witnesses reported observing the charred and mutilated 

remains of large numbers of civilians. Another witness observed the arrival of approximately 

1,000 corpses at Homs Military Hospital, where they were photographed before being buried 

elsewhere. 

In a visit to Homs shortly afterwards, President Assad praised the work of the army and armed 

forces: 

“It was the terrorists who were destructive. The state wants to help you, and you 

should help it. Of course, the state was patient up to a point. We were trying to find 

solutions with rational people. But when the terrorists are in control, there is no 

solution except the solution that was implemented.” 

Addounia TV News Report on the Visit of Bashar al-Assad to Homs, 27 March 2011 

 

In the months and years that have followed, Assad and his supporters have continued to follow a 

policy of denial and misinformation, refusing to acknowledge that heinous crimes have been 

committed by Regime apparatus, while blaming them on the opposition.  

However, the asphyxiation of the Homs revolution, through a blanket of blood and firepower, 

cannot be denied thanks to the work of Mustafa and his team and the thousands of documents 

they secured to prove what truly happened to his beloved city.   
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POSTSCRIPT 
“You will not displace our hearts” Credit: Reuters/Yazen Homsy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A judgement in a US District Court relied on evidence gathered by CIJA, amongst that of others, 

when it found that the Regime’s campaign of sniping and shelling the people of Homs resulted in 

the extrajudicial killing of Marie Colvin, the US journalist, and several others. The case – Colvin v. 

Syrian Arab Republic – was brought under the Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act on the grounds 

that these crimes amounted to state sponsored terrorism by the Syrian Arab Republic. 
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“Officials at the highest level of the Syrian government carefully planned and executed 

the artillery assault on the Baba Amr Media Center for the specific purpose of killing the 

journalists inside.” 

Judgment, US District Court for the State of Colombia, in Colvin v. Syrian Arab Republic, 30 January 

2019 

One undeniable thread connects the city of Homs to the strength of evidence made available to the 

US District Court: Mustafa HOMS (01 November 1975 – 06 February 2023). Born in Ar Rastan, 

Homs, Mustafa became a lawyer before joining the first cohort of CIJA’s investigative teams in 

2011, where he rose to become the team leader for the governorate and then the Deputy Chief of 

Investigations in Syria. He was a highly skilled international crimes investigator who secured 

enormous troves of evidence inside Syria, making an invaluable and lasting contribution to the 

quest for truth and justice for the atrocities against the Syrian people. Mustafa was a passionate 

advocate for accountability and justice. He was a beloved team leader and a visionary, not losing 

hope even in the darkest moments of a cruel war that has ravaged his homeland. Along with his 

wife and four children, Mustafa perished in the earthquake that ripped through Turkey and 

Northern Syria on 06 February 2023. Mustafa will be remembered for the great compassion, 

empathy, and dedication with which he carried out his life’s work. 

“when I am with my family it is like there is no war” 

Rest in peace Mustafa, Rola, Tala, Hanin, Mays and Omar. 
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Annexes 
1. Communication from Branch 243 to all Sections and Detachments, dated 12 

March 2011  

2. Instruction from Military Intelligence Branch 243 to subordinate Sections and 
Detachments, 12 March 2011  

3. CCMC Meeting Minutes, 18 April 2011 

4. CCMC Meeting Minutes, 20 April 2011 

5. CCMC Security Report, 01 May 2011  

6. CCMC Meeting Minutes, 21 July  

7. CCMC Meeting Minutes, 24 August 2011  

8. CCMC Security Report, 31 October 2011 

9. CCMC Meeting Minutes, 09 November 2011 

10. CCMC Security Report on the Security Situation, dated 24 December 2011  

11. CCMC Security Report on the Security Situation, dated 25 December 2011  

12. NSB Circular detailing measures adopted by CCMC, 01 February 2012  

13. Military Intelligence Branch 261 report sent to the Homs Military and Security 
Chief, 27 June 2012 

 



12 MAR 2011  13:19 From: 218858  To: 730300   P. 1/6 

 

Syrian Arab Republic 

General Command of the Army and Armed Forces 

Intelligence Department - Branch – 243                                            Highly Confidential 

No.: /5888/1 

Date: 12/3/2011 

 

To: All Sections and Detachments 

 

Based on what transpired in the meetings of the National Security Bureau regarding the 

disturbances and events in some Arab countries witnessing youth revolutions calling for 

change, democracy, freedoms and reforms aimed at creating job opportunities for young men, 

improving living standards and fighting corruption, there have been attempts made by the 

opposition in Syria, civil society committees, human rights organisations inside and outside 

Syria and other suspicious parties to create similar conditions in Syria through mobilising and 

inciting the youth in Syria against the government. Such attempts were made using social 

networking sites, graffiti, distributions of bulletins and leaflets and other secret mechanisms 

to urge the youth to organise demonstrations and sit-ins in Syria under false pretexts which, if 

ignored, may lead the youth to take to the streets. 

In order to avoid the consequences of continued incitement, such as the call for organising the 

Day of Wrath on 4 and 5 February, and foil the attempts of inciters to exploit any pretext, 

civil police and security agents are requested not to provoke citizens. This is because any 

provocation may serve the purposes of Syria's enemies. On the other hand, unstudied 

administrative decisions taken by ministers and mayors, which affect the daily life of citizens, 

may lead to creating a crisis. An example of such decisions is the mass demolition of 

unlicensed buildings, an increase in taxes, fees or prices. All of such decisions may be used as 

a pretext for incitement, and it was noticed how a quarrel between a policeman and a citizen 

driving his car in Al Hariqa Market of Damascus on 17 February turned into a demonstration 

that was covered by Arab and international channels, newspapers and websites. Were it not 

contained on the spot, the demonstration would have been exploited. Therefore, it is 

necessary to study the sociological effects of any security related incident which involves 

citizens, who should not be provoked. And all security apparatuses and civil and military 

police should comply with the instructions issued by the National Security Bureau concerning 

the summoning and detention of citizens, as these instruction are aimed at preserving the 

integrity of security work whose objective is to achieve the stability and security of the 

country. 

This is for your information. 

 

    1252 
12/3/2011 
 

Security instructions 

 

Head of Branch 243 

[Signature] 

 

[Stamp: General Command of the Army and Armed Forces 

Intelligence Department - Branch – 243] 
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12 MAR 2011 13:19  From: 218858  To: 730300  P. 2/6 

 

          No.: /5887/1 
          Date: 12/3/2011 
 

To: All Sections and Detachments 
 

You are requested to intensify the work of informers, sources, Ba’ath Party members and 
youth organisations in the collection of information concerning persons who distribute 
leaflets and write offensive graffiti for taking necessary action against them. This task shall 
take priority and be accomplished with utmost seriousness. You are also requested to instruct 
your security agents in the military units in your area of responsibility to avoid acting 
negatively and in a manner that unjustifiably provokes citizens. 
 
- Please find enclosed instructions for security apparatuses and police. 
 
-[ To:] Brigadier General Adib. [This is] for your information and supervision of 
implementation, as well as immediately supplying us with any available information. 
 
Head of Branch 243 
[Signature] 

    
  

 

 

 

 

Security information 
Date: 12/3 
To be read out to all agents 
[Signature] 

 

1251 
12/3/2011 
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FROM: FAX NO. : Apr. 21 2011 12:27PM P1 

Syrian Arab Republic 

General Command of the Army and 

Armed Forces 

Intelligence Department – Branch 294 
No.: /38846/294 

Date: 20/4/2011 

 Highly Confidential – Immediate 

Exclusively for the Head of the 

Branch 

(Circular) 

The following appeared in the letter of the Regional Command no. /378/ of 18/4/2011: 

The Central Crisis Management Cell held a meeting headed by Comrade  Regional Secretary during which it 

discussed the security and political situation and arrived at the following conclusions: 

1- The time of tolerance and meeting demands is over, due to the persistence of saboteurs and conspirators in relying 

on our policy to raise the ceiling of their demands and hostile practices and to use all methods of militarization as 

well as weapons to stir sectarian strife. 

2- Multi-faceted confrontation of demonstrators, saboteurs of security and vandals, as follows: 

a- Do not release any detainee, refer detainees to the judiciary. 

b- Counter with weapons those who carry weapons against the state, while ensuring that civilians are not harmed. 

c- Issue instructions to confiscate unlicensed motorcycles, as well as licensed one used as a means of militarization 

or transportation for those who carry arms, (the areas and details shall be agreed with the Ministry of Interior). 

d- Arrest known offenders, place them in prison and refer them to the judiciary without raids. 

e- Mechanism for confronting demonstrations: 

- An equipped police force should be prepared to stop demonstrations, with the security [agencies] behind it. 

Demonstrations should be prepared by the Party and organizations to confront them if necessary, according to the 

situation. 

- Armed forces should not be called in unless in cases of extreme need and for specific tasks. 

- Tasks, responsibilities and the mechanism for cooperation between the different authorities should be precisely 

defined. 

3- Create Supreme Committees in the regions, consisting of a member of the Command, high-level military chief 

and a security chief, to plan, implement and command, and to which all military, security and party authorities in the 

region should be subordinate, as follows: 

- A committee for the Central Region. 

- A committee for the Coastal Region. 

- The Central Crisis Management Cell shall exercise this function in Damascus and Rural Damascus. 

4- Prioritize the Central Region while cooling down the rest of the regions. 

5- Role of the Party apparatus (Party organizations, popular organizations and trade unions): 

- Train selected personnel on confronting demonstrators, as well as on the use of weapons. 

- Establish round-the-clock shifts in Party headquarters. 

- Ensure a limited reserve at the Party apparatus and organizations which can be increased as needed in each 

governorate. 
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-  Contribute to countering anti-government demonstrations. 

- Stage pro-government demonstrations as requested by and according to the situation in each governorate. 

- Monitor the state of the population and report suspects and inciters, and potentially apprehend and hand them to the 

security [agencies] and the army. 

- Incorporate trained personnel in units with commands so that their intervention be well-organized. 

6- Hold a meeting with the syndicates and explain to them their tasks, and that non-compliance with result in them 

being held accountable according to the syndicate’s law and general laws. 

7- Inform university directors to issue circulars to students on the prohibition of demonstrations at universities 

according to the law and all offenders will be suspended from the university. 

8- Role of the media: 

- Guide military and civilian media delegations at the sites of events so as they film the event and broadcast the footage 

quickly after producing and preparing the appropriate commentary on behalf of a dedicated media cell, preferably 

jointly with the Political Administration of the Armed Forces and under the constant coordination with the security 

[agencies] and the armed forces. 

- Review banners, terms and expressions that appear and remove those that are not useful. Use concepts and terms 

ascribed to the crimes that appear in the Penal Code. 

- Implement innovative ways to respond to anti-government media based on audio and visual documentation. 

- Clarify the cases that are considered illegal. 

- The public, as well as saboteurs, should understand that we stand before a stage when the law will be implemented 

rigorously and without laxity, in order to preserve the security of the nation, the citizens and the public order. 

- Focus on criticizing and condemning saboteurs by all segments of the population. 

9- Hold a special meeting of the Central Crisis Management Cell to make arrangements for facing the possibility of 

demonstrations on Friday. 

 

Be informed, act accordingly and abide by the content. 

 

[Signature] 

2/4 

Head of the Intelligence Department 

[Signature] 

[Stamp: General Command of the Army and Armed 

Forces*20 16*Intelligence Department] 

 

Sent to: 

- Office of the Head of the Intelligence Department: be informed. 

- Office of the Deputy Head of the Intelligence Department: be informed. 

- Branches of the Intelligence Department: be informed and act accordingly. 

FROM: FAX NO.: Apr. 21 2011 12:24PM P1 

 

Case 1:16-cv-01423-ABJ   Document 39-26   Filed 03/22/18   Page 106 of 258



Case 1:16-cv-01423-ABJ   Document 39-26   Filed 03/22/18   Page 107 of 258

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight



Case 1:16-cv-01423-ABJ   Document 39-26   Filed 03/22/18   Page 108 of 258



Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party 

Syrian Arab Region – Regional Command 

No.: 379 

Date: 20/4/2011 

One Arab Nation  With an Eternal 

Mission 

 

Highly Confidential 

To be kept with the person in charge in person 

Minutes of the Meeting 

The Central Crisis Management Cell met on 20/4/2011, headed by the Comrade Regional Secretary, and 

continued its examination of the security and political situation. It arrived at the following conclusions: 

1- The facts show that the perpetrators of demonstrations, sit-ins, assassinations, killings and sabotage are 

constantly developing their methods and plans to intimidate the public and force them to join them, by using 

all sorts of ways to weaken the public’s trust in the state and its ability to confront them. They are planning 

demonstrations for Friday in several cities and will perhaps pass the infection of demonstrating to other 

cities with stirring up sectarian strife. 

2- A new phase should be started to counter conspirators by initiating the use of force against them as of 

this date. It is necessary to find a solution for the battle as well as to demonstrate the power and capacity of 

the state. 

3- Detailed plans should be developed to counter the possibilities of armed and unarmed demonstrations 

and sit-ins, especially in the areas of Dar’a – Damascus and Rural Damascus – Homs. Plans will be 

developed under the supervision of the National Security Bureau today and tomorrow. The necessary 

assistance will be requested from the Armed Forces in coordination with the command of the army 

(according to given instructions). 

4- The General Command of the Army and Armed Forces will develop overarching plans based on the 

scenario of a possible spreading of demonstrations and hostile action on a wide scale in all governorates. 

Measures should be taken and cooperation organized with the implementing authorities, in order to 

implement a part or all of them as the situation develops. 

5- Some military units should be mobilized according to given instructions. 

6- The Armed Forces should issue a statement about assassinations and the killing of militaries, indicating 

the pursuit of perpetrators by all means and bringing them to justice in order for them to receive just 

punishment. 

7- Using all detailed means and methods, based on the situation, when surrounding an area, raiding suspects, 

or countering an anti-government demonstration. (According to the instructions given at the meeting). 

8- Arresting wanted persons suspected of being involved in sabotage, killing, planning criminal acts and 

stirring up strife at the instruction of external actors. 
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9- Focusing security on inquiry, investigation and monitoring to arrive at documented findings to present 

in the media. 

10- The deceased should be buried without demonstrations or assemblies. The families of the deceased 

should pledge to this before the bodies are released to them. 

11- The Central Crisis Management Cell should hold daily meetings. 

12- Demonstrating students should be suspended in compliance with university laws and regulations. 

13- Motorcycles are forbidden entry in accordance with the instructions given to the Minister of Interior. 

14- Confirming the provisions of item /8/ of the previous minutes on the role of the media in coordination 

with the Political Administration of the Armed Forces, and the Moral Guidance Administration of the 

Ministry of Interior based on the instructions given to the ministers. 

15- Reporting the general picture and decisions to the Supreme Command Committees and the Governor 

of Dar’a. 

16- Reinforcing the Ministry of Interior with personnel based on the recommendation of the Minister of 

Defense. 

17- The Assistant Regional Secretary shall coordinate the role of the Party and of organizations in the 

developed plans, and report the instructions to the Party and organizations as instructed. 

18- Highlighting the wishes of members of the public calling for state intervention against conspirators and 
finding a solution of the battle against them in order to reassure them of the safety of their own and their 

children’s lives and the possibility of resuming their normal lives safely. 

19- Cancelling the Popular Committees. 

Be informed and act accordingly, each within their own jurisdiction. 

 Assistant Regional Secretary 

[Signature] 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2 

Case 1:16-cv-01423-ABJ   Document 39-26   Filed 03/22/18   Page 111 of 258



Case 1:16-cv-01423-ABJ   Document 39-26   Filed 03/22/18   Page 112 of 258

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight

MS
Highlight



Case 1:16-cv-01423-ABJ   Document 39-26   Filed 03/22/18   Page 113 of 258



Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party 
Syrian Arab Region- Regional Command 
Regional Bureau of the Secretariat 
Central Crisis Management Cell- Secretariat 

One Arab Nation With an Eternal 
Mission 
 
Copy No  /   / 

 

Report on the Security Situation in the Region as of (8:00 pm) of 01/05/2011 
 
Damascus Branch: 

- The situation is calm and stable. No incidents to be reported. All comrades in the headquarters 

of divisions and departments are in a state of alert. 

Rural Damascus Branch: 

- The situation is calm and stable. No incidents to be reported. 

Al-Quneitra Branch: 

At /9:30 pm/ of 30/04, the panoramic painting in Ba’ath city was set ablaze at the hands of 

unidentified individuals on bikes. The painting is the process of being restored to initial state. 

- An attempt was made by unidentified individuals to set ablaze the panoramic painting in Rafid. 

The bottom of the painting was mildly damaged, and it was restored to initial state. 

Homs Branch: 

- Al Berr Hospital received three bodies shot by terrorists, including an /11/ year old boy. Bodies 

were handed over to families. 

- Sergeant Major Mouayyad Ali Murjam, born in Tall Kalakh, was arrested for instigating 

demonstrations and on suspicions of leaking information to armed gangs on the movement of 

security patrols. 

- The security committee met with two delegations from ar-Rastan residents in the presence of 

Dr. Yasser Huriyya, Comrade Imad Munir Adanof, the Comrade Branch Secretary, and the 

Comrade Governor. A discussion was held over the incidents of Friday 29/04 and the residents 

presented some proposals. Solutions were reached, upon which we propose the following: 

1- release the injured and those accompanying them if they imposed pacification. 

2- Pay an amount of /500-600/ thousand Syrian Pounds for every family, knowing that the 

number of killed in ar-Rastan is /19/ until now and may reach /22/, and the number of injured is 

/38/. This will be given as blood money in order to defuse tension and avoid rendering ar-Rastan 

a new demonstration hub or another Dar'a, and in order to ensure that the international road will 

not be cut off. 

3- Pay 100.000 Syrian Pounds for every injured (conciliation). 

4- Offer condolences later on when the situation calms down. 

5- Hold dialogues with the different societal and partisan prominent figures to cool down the 

situation, and work with them to calm residents down. 
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6- Do not rush into cordoning off or inspecting to give a chance for pacification and test its 

results. 

Idleb Branch: 

- A demonstration took to the streets in Rami village in Ariha, made up of five cars and /200/ 

motorbikes. It marched through all the villages of Jabal al-Zawiya, chanting for Dar'a and 

freedom. demonstrators returned back to Rami. 

- After afternoon prayers, a demonstration took to the streets from the Grand Mosque in Jisr Ash-

Shugur city. The demonstration was made up of /150/ individuals, /30/ of whom from the village 
of Janudiyeh. They gathered in the market in the city and chanted slogans against the party and 

state. 

Aleppo Branch: 

The situation is calm and stable. No incidents to be reported. 

Tartous Branch: 

- The situation is calm and stable. No incidents to be reported. 

- In the city of Banyas, a demonstration made up of /500/ individuals took to streets of the 
previous demonstration location on the evening of 30/04. Demonstrators marched to neighboring 

locations. The demonstration lasted for about an hour and ended at /11:00 pm/. 

- The activity of commercial market is normal. A state of anticipation and caution prevails among 

citizens. They all desire for normal life and calmness to be restored. 

Lattakia Branch: 

- At /5:30 pm/, a demonstration took to the Saliba neighborhood, comprising /50-60/ individuals. 
They chanted (God- Syria- Abu Nazir). Upon the arrival of security forces, they walked into 

alleys and fired on security elements using a gun an individual carried with him. Another 

individual had dynamites. 

Hama Branch: 

- A demonstration took to the streets of Hama yesterday at night, started off in the vicinity of 

Sarjawi mosque in Jarajma. At first, it was made up of /25/ individuals who chanted for lifting 

siege off Dar'a, and held a banner that read (No Siege on Dar'a). Their number upped to /100/ and 
marched toward the Mahatta roundabout. Afterwards, they marched back to Bab an-Naher, 

chanting (We sacrifice our soul and blood for ar-Rastan). Security forces intervened and broke up 

the demonstration. 

- In As-Salamiyeh, the spiteful opposition members and cadres are still instigating people to 

demonstrate and amass the largest possible number of supporters to control the area. 

- Today morning, an abusive slogan  was seen on the main road of Latmana (on the wall of an 

isolated room). 

- Today morning, an abusive slogan was seen on the As-Suqaylabiyah- Muhradah road, calling on 

the ousting of the regime. 

- Instigation is still ongoing in Madiq Castle and neighboring villages. 

Ar-Raqqa Branch: 

- The situation is calm and no incidents to be reported. 
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Deir ez-Zor Branch: 

- At /12:45 pm/, around /20/ young individuals gathered in front of as-Salam mosque in Al

Mayadin. They marched through the main road, reached Musalla Mosque, and then returned
back. Shop owners and Ba’athist comrades broke the demonstration up at around /1:45 pm/

without any incidents.

Al-Hasakeh Branch: 

- The situation is calm and stable. No incidents to be reported.

- Due to heavy rainfall and outpourings, a part of the bridge on Deir ez-Zor- Al Hasakeh main

road was carried off. A car fell into the ensuing hole at night, killing seven family members.

As-Sweida Branch: 

The situation is calm and stable. No incidents to be reported. 

Dar'a Branch: 

No communication. 

Special Branch: 

- At /1:00 pm/ of 30/04, around /1000/ individuals from ar-Rastan set the building of political

security, that of military security, and the building of the party's department in ar-Rastan ablaze.

They took all that was inside. This was done upon the arrival of two bodies of demonstrators who

fell during demonstrations on Friday.

- At /7:15 pm/ of 30/04, around /1000/ individuals gathered in Al Ma'ra, chanting for (freedom,
martyrs, Dar'a, and Banyas). The gathering took place on the Aleppo- Damascus highway and

demonstrators came from different villages. A supporting demonstration took to the streets in

response. Both ended at /7:30 pm/

Supply situation: 

In the governorate of Dar'a: The city is closed down for security reasons and communication is 

unavailable. Therefore, the supply situation until this date is unclear. Flour and bread were sent 

from Damascus and As-Sweida to the outskirts of the governorate, except for Nawa. 

Security situation: In general, the situation is good. Overcrowdings on bakery largely lessened. 

The situation is being closely followed up at all the times. Ministries, institutions, directorates, 

companies, and branches in all governorates are well guarded. 

Eternity to our ission 

Secretariat of the Central Crisis Management Cell 
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Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party One Arab Nation   with an Eternal Mission 
Syrian Arab Region – Regional Command 
Number: 429 

Date: 21/7/2011 

 

Highly Confidential 
To be kept with the person in charge 

personally 

 

Minutes of the Meeting 

The Central Crisis Management Cell held a meeting, on Wednesday 20/7/2011, at 19:00, chaired 

by Comrade Assistant Regional Secretary. The security situation in general and the conditions in 

the city of Homs, Abu Kamal and Rural Damascus in particular were examined, as well as the 

chances of the situation evolving and the proper methods for handling the situation. The meeting 

proceeded as follows: 

 The situation in the city of Homs was examined alongside the chances of the situation 

evolving and the security violations perpetrated in the city. Available means for controlling 

the situation, enforcing state authority and catching instigators, offenders and perpetrators 

of terrorist acts were reviewed. Propositions submitted by the Homs Governorate Security 

Committee were studied. 

 The best ways were studied to address the situations in hot zones and to implement small 

operations successively in order to mobilize resources, ensure success, execute operations 

only after extensive examination based on verified information cross-referenced with 

various sources, follow up implementation to achieve all targeted objectives and refrain 

from handling missions all at once. 

 The situation was reviewed in the cities, towns and villages of Rural Damascus, especially 

places with hot or tense zones, in addition to the major and positive impact of the arrest of 

instigators and offenders in compliance with the law. 

 The situation was examined in the governorate of Deir ez-Zor and the city of Abu Kamal, 

as well as the achievements made through the local security committees which are 

reinforced to surround the city’s military units (weapon delivery operations and arrest of 

wanted persons), and the extent to which the handling of the situation in Abu Kamal affects 

the remaining cities, towns and villages of the governorate. 

 The role of the harmonious leadership of security committees was lauded, as well as the 

collaboration and effective coordination between enforcers of missions on the ground 

(militaries – policemen – security personnel), and the importance of activating the work of 

the leadership and mission-enforcing personnel. 

 The chances of the situation developing next Friday in some city districts of Damascus, 

especially (Qaboun and Rukn al-Din), were examined and importance was given to the 

active role played by party comrades in 
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In preventing the formation of demonstrations. 

 The importance of all security agencies and committees committing to the implementation 

of decisions issued by the leadership was underlined, in addition to holding accountable 

neglecters and non-compliers with specified missions and the importance of changing the 

members of some security committees and agencies. 

 The need of some governorates for additional anti-riot personnel, military units and 

vehicles was studied, and the need to supply necessary requirements and efficiently use 

available resources was stressed. 

 The positive impact of the operation to impose state authority was assessed as well as the 

relief and satisfaction felt by the public for being able to return to a normal life in the light 

of security and stability. 

At the end of the meeting, the following decisions were made: 

1. Taking appropriate measures in the governorate of Damascus to prevent the escalation and

formation of demonstrations in Rukn al-Din city district, Qaboun city district and Hajar

Aswad. The party body will be assigned to prevent the formation and spread of

demonstrations in collaboration with anti-riot personnel.

2. Verifying information about instigators, offenders and armed gang members, and a list

should be made on the persons to be arrested. Their arrest should be completed

successively, based on available means, and measures should be taken to prevent the escape

of wanted persons from one area to another.

3. Assigning Comrade Head of the National Security Bureau and Comrade Minister of

Interior to meet with the Homs Governorate Security Committee to discuss their

propositions submitted on 20/7/2011 on the ground, arrive at and proceed with

implementing the best decisions, and identify the actual needs of military units necessary

for completing all missions.

4. Taking necessary measures to switch the locations of and reinforce roadblocks, secure

personnel materially and morally, and increasingly rely on flying roadblocks.

5. Increasing the number of personnel assigned to anti-riot missions in the governorates of

Deir ez-Zor and Homs as a top priority and supplying them with vehicles as possible.

6. Referring detainees after filling out the necessary investigation reports and handing them

over in compliance with procedures. Investigating psychotropic pill dealers, providing

proof in investigation reports through the necessary lab testing and applying to such

persons the dedicated law provisions on drug use.

 and act accordingly  

Assistant Regional Secretary 
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Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party One Arab Nation with an Eternal Mission 
Syrian Arab Region – Regional Command 
Number: 449 

Date: 25/8/2011 

 

Highly Confidential 
Kept with the person in charge in person 

 

Minutes of the Meeting 

The Central Crisis Management Cell held a meeting, on Wednesday 24/8/2011, at 21:30, chaired 

by Comrade Assistant Regional Secretary. The overall security situation was examined as well as 

the items on the agenda, the chances of the situation developing and the appropriate methods to 

handle the situation. The meeting proceeded as follows: 

 The decisions made in the previous meeting and those completed so far were reviewed, 

and the importance of fulfilling the remaining decisions was underlined. 

 The situation in the governorate of Homs was assessed as well as the procedures and 

measures implemented to reinforce the perimeter around the city to control entry and exit, 

the patrols that were created to work inside the city and the committee that was formed to 

liaise with city districts, in addition to the need to postpone the launch of communication 

and dialogue until after armed individuals are subdued and calm returns to the city and 

governorate. 

 The situation was assessed in the governorate of Idleb (Jabal al-Zawyeh district), in rural 

Hama governorate (Madiq Castle district) and neighboring villages, in addition to the 

effectiveness of the joint operation that must be implemented in coordination between 

security committees in both governorates to arrest wanted persons and the importance of 

accurately studying the district where wanted persons hide out. 

 The plan that will be implemented in the two adjacent districts in the governorates of Idleb 

and Hama was outlined, and importance was given to verifying the plan, organizing 

cooperation to ensure success and the need to conclude it by the evening of Sunday 

28/8/2011. 

 The fundamental principle of reducing losses was stressed, in addition to catching targets 

through successful quality operations and handling situations in a timely manner according 

to the availability of information. 

 The need to instruct security agencies to rely on their resources and carry out the missions 

of catching targets even without the assistance of army units was stressed. 

 The situation in Deir ez-Zor governorate was examined in addition to the importance of 

following up on implemented missions and concluding them by the evening of Sunday 

28/8/2011. 

 The positive impact of the arrest of former Homs governor by Homs governorate citizens 

was examined in addition to preparing the files relating to him and presenting him to the 

fair justice system. 

 The possibility of issuing a general pardon by Eid El Fitr was examined for arrested persons 

who have not committed crimes. 
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At the end of the meeting, the following decisions were made: 

1. Continuing the security operation currently implemented in the governorate of Deir ez-Zor

and concluding it by the evening of Sunday 28/8/2011.

2. Conducting the necessary coordination between Comrade Deputy General Commander –

Minister of Defense and Comrade Minister of Interior, to implement the special plan for

the joint operation that will be carried out in the adjacent districts of the governorates of

Idleb and Hama.

3. Pursuing the plan developed to control the situation in the city of Homs and forming a Joint

Investigation Committee in the city. The Committee should deliver the results of its

investigations immediately to security agencies for timely utilization.

4. Assigning Comrade Head of the Political Security Department to the governorate of Homs

to lead the work of security branches on the ground and to contribute to the successful

implementation of the plan developed to control the situation in the governorate of Homs.

5. Assigning Comrade Head of the State Security Directorate to the Idleb governorate to

command security branches on the ground.

6. Assigning Comrade Minister of Interior to supervise the completion of security procedures

in the governorate of Hama.

7. Announcing the positive results of investigations conducted with arrested persons via mass

media to polarize local and international public opinion.

 
Assistant Regional Secretary 

2 
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Syrian Arab Republic        One Arab Nation    with an Eternal Mission 

Syrian Region – Regional Command 

Central Crisis Management Cell 

Report on  (10 00)  31/10/2011 

First- Incidents: 

Damascus Governorate: 

On 30/10 hostile writings were erased in al-Shaghour neighbourhood.

Rural Damascus Governorate: 

After the evening prayer on 29/10 about (460) persons demonstrated in (6) towns and

cities.

On 30/10, between 00.30 and 1.30, (125) persons demonstrated in the city of Douma.

Educational devices were destroyed and a computer was stolen from the school in

Douma. The windows and doors of al-Ghazlaniya schools were vandalised.

A leaflet containing threats against the informants in al-Muqailibiya village was

found.

At 23.15 on 30/10 fire was opened against a security checkpoint in the city of Douma,

leading to the injury of three elements. One of the attackers was arrested.

Al-Quneitra Governorate: 

(100) persons demonstrated in Kanaker town after the evening prayer on 29/10. While

being dispersed, some of the demonstrators began to throw rocks against the elements

of Saasaa Branch. This resulted in the breaking of a car window and the injuring of

one of the elements.

In the morning of 30/10 hostile writings were erased from the walls of one of the

schools, the public garden and the commercial shops in the village of al-Hamidiya.

Case 1:16-cv-01423-ABJ   Document 39-27   Filed 03/22/18   Page 71 of 414



As-Sweida Governorate: 

 About /150/ thousand citizens participated in mass rally in support of the reform process 

led by President Bashar al-Assad. 

Homs Governorate:  

 /550/ citizens demonstrated after the Evening prayer on 29/10.  

 Between 8.00 am and 15:00 pm on 30/10, the Central Crisis Management Cell 

convened several meetings, attended by the Branch Secretary and the Governor, with 

the members of the Communication Committee, the neighbourhood committees, the 

leaders of the party divisions, the leaders of the popular organisations, professional 

associations and religious leaders.  

 At 11.00 am on 30/10 armed men riding motorcycles opened fire against the train 

coming from Damascus in Jober area.  

 In the morning of 30/10 a RPG was launched against a commercial store in Jubb al-

Jandali which resulted in the wounding of two civilians, one of whom died. In addition 

to this, (3) shells were launched into al-Walid Suburb – one building was hit, no injuries 

caused.   

 A sound bomb was launched in the neighbourhoods of Karam al-Lawz and Akrama. 

No injuries were caused. 

 As a result of the shooting in the morning of 30/10 in Baba Amr, some of the glass 

windows in al-Ba’ath University were damaged.  

 At 14.30 on 30/10 unidentified persons opened fire against an officer which resulted in 

the wounding of the officer himself and an armed element. 

 A young girl died in al-Bayada neighbourhood because fire was opened against the car 

she was boarded in along with her mother.  

 A civilian car was plundered. 

 At night on 29/10 the doors of the Fourth Party Division HQs in Talkalakh were 

breached, the tables were vandalised and the television and phone devices were stolen. 

 At night on 29/10 vandals set on fire the school administration and guidance room as 

well as the book warehouse in al-Shour village. The school administration room in al-

Zaafrana village was also set on fire. 
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 Teaching activities are going well at schools with exception of those in al-Inshaat and Baba 

Amr neighbourhoods. 

 Injuries on 30/10  

 (6) injured from the military and the security. There are (4) corpses at the National Hospital, 

two of them identified.  

Hama Governorate: 

 More than (50) persons gathered in two of the city’s neighbourhoods after the Maghrib and 

evening prayers on 29/10. (800) persons demonstrated in the towns of Teibat al-Amam and 

Halfaya. (200) students demonstrated in Sawran at 8.00 am on 30/10. About (400) persons 

demonstrated in the towns of Teibat al-Amam, Murak and Sawran after the evening prayer on 

30/10. 

 At 21.00 pm on 20/10 two mines exploded under a car boarded by elements from the Political 

Security near Afamiya Hospital, leading to material damages and the wounding of some of the 

elements.  

 On 30/10 the terrorist gangs in Muhradah District blocked the roads and prevented students and 

teachers from going to school. Also, 20 gunmen assaulted a truck loaded with wheat, opened 

fire against the driver and his assistant. The latter died during the assault. Another armed group 

assaulted a truck loaded with cement in Hayalin town.  

 In the morning of 30/10 leaflets distributed in the city of Hama were calling on students and 

professors not to go to school and inviting to civil disobedience starting from 31/10 to 

13/11/2011.  

 In the morning of 30/10 a civilian was abducted on Hama – al-Saqilbiya main road and taken 

to unknown direction.  

Idleb Governorate: 

 (450) persons demonstrated in the city of Idleb and Harbanous village in the evening of 29/10. 

More than (1450) demonstrated in Saraqeb and the eastern countryside of Maarat al-Numaan 

city on 30/10.  

 100% of the commercial shops in the city of Saraqeb are closed. The eastern countryside 

responded partly to the call for strikes. 90% of the commercial shops in the city of Ariha are 

also closed.  
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 In the morning of 30/10 two military elements were abducted in Tall Awour village in Jisr ash-

Shughour District. In addition, barricades manned by gunmen were noticed in the villages of 

(Hesh and Baboulin). An improvised explosive device exploded, targeting a personnel carrier.  

Lattakia Governorate: 

 At 18.40 on 30/10 (15) persons demonstrated on al-Qutli Street. They were chanting offensive 

slogans and got dispersed. 

Deir ez-Zor Governorate: 

 At 2.00 on 30/10 an armed group attacked the building of the police command at governorate 

level. It was repulsed by the guards. One of the guards got injured. 

 

 

 

Head of the Central Crisis Management Cell    
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Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party 
Syrian Arab Region—Regional Command 

Central Crisis Management Cell 
Number: /488/ 

Date: 9/11/2011 

One Arab Nation with an Eternal Mission 

Minutes of the Meeting 

The Central Crisis Management Cell met on Wednesday 9/11/2011 at 11:00. The meeting was chaired by 

Comrade Hasan Turkomani, member of the Regional Command and examined the issues appearing on the 

agenda. The meeting proceeded as follows: 

 The minutes of the previous meeting held on 3/11/2011 were read to assess the decisions that have been 

implemented and take measures to guarantee the finalization of the implementation of all decisions 

made. 

 [The meeting] affirmed the withdrawal of all tanks from the cities, as well as the tanks present on the 

international road as soon as it is secured. 

 [The meeting] affirmed the provision of the agreed uniforms. 

 The Ministry of Interior was tasked with making road signs and signals to indicate police checkpoints. 

 [The meeting] affirmed the securing of international roads, especially Aleppo-Hama, and reporting 

back to us about the readiness and content of the agreed plans for this purpose to pave the way for the 

withdrawal of tanks from the road and to verify implementation and hold accountable those who fall 

short. 

 It is necessary to coordinate with the (Sadcop) fuel company to send out a convoy of rather than 

individual tanker trucks thus making it easier to protect them against saboteurs and hijackings, and to 

discuss providing escorts for the convoys. 

 [The meeting] affirmed the reinforcement of security and stability in the city of Homs. 

 [The meeting] affirmed the prohibition of harming citizens or their property during search operations 

because any harm would have a negative reflection among the citizens. 

  Working conditions in hotspots (Homs—Hama—Idleb..) are exceptional conditions and require the 

spirit of initiative and innovative work methods, such as focusing on sniping, concealing the entry of 

forces into city districts, using smoke grenades, and concealing the direction of the attack… 

 The Armed Forces and security forces have been making appreciated efforts and have achieved great 

successes, but some small acts, such as theft and bribery, harm these successes and the reputation of 

the army. 
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 Focus on work by small groups to carry out raids and ambush armed individuals, and work on delivering 

food and ammunition to checkpoints in sufficient quantity and at the right time. 

 Send out Military Police patrols to verify compliance with the agreed uniform. 

 A field commander with political and social insight is needed in the governorate of Hama. 

 It is necessary for the members of the Central Crisis Management Cell to visit the other governorates. 

 Study the necessity of having weapons depots at units. It is necessary to store weapons in and ensure 

guaranteed guarding of high-level depots. 

 

 As for the proposition to distribute financial support to improve feeding, it was implemented as follows: 

 Ministry of Defense /100/ million Syrian pounds allocated to improve the food for fighters on 

checkpoints and to feed the wounded in hospitals. 

 Intelligence Department /12/ million Syrian pounds. 

 Political Security Department /10/ million Syrian pounds. 

 Air Force Intelligence /10/ million Syrian pounds. 

 General Intelligence Directorate /11/ million Syrian pounds. 

 Ministry of Interior /49/ million Syrian pounds. 

 

 It is necessary to pay attention to the matter of armed individuals in Rural Hama and their approaching 

the city, and perhaps, in the future, they will enter the city since their activity now is around the city. 

 Resolve the matter of the long duration of presence on checkpoints and the setbacks in carrying out 

some missions which has affected the morale of security personnel. The solution would be to 

periodically substitute these personnel with personnel from other branches. 

 Look into changing some heads of security branches who have fallen short. 

 Work on raising the awareness of officers to be a good example for their personnel and to be present 

with their personnel when carrying out missions. 

 Task Mr. Imad Asef Shawkat to follow up on the issue of making use of retired officers in the service 

of improving the general situation and identifying armed individuals. 

 It is necessary to couple political action with military and security action to resolve the problem of Jabal 

al-Zawiya as soon as practicable. 
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At the end of the meeting, the following was decided: 

Finalize the withdrawal of tanks from the cities and (BMP) carriers based on the plan.

Summon any officer, head of branch or field commander to hold them accountable if there is

evidence that they fell short in carrying out any mission.

Affirm quality action by small groups, provided that implementation is precise, swift and results in

success.

Affirm the continued operation of patrols tasked to protect the oil pipeline based on previous

directives.

Prohibit harming any detainee or the property of citizens when conducting search operations.

Send out Military Police patrols in cities to verify the matter of the agreed uniforms starting on

12/11/2011.

Appoint a field commander in the governorate of Hama who is competent and politically and

socially conscious.

Distribute financial support to the Ministries of Defense and Interior and security branches as

mentioned in the minutes.

Address a letter to the Prime Minister to add amounts to the budget of the Ministry of Defense,

/134/ million, and Ministry of Interior, /49/ million, to support the feeding of personnel.

Affirm the placement of comrades, volunteer party members at the disposal of the police in the

governorates.

Task Comrade Deputy Minister of Defense to examine making use of the services of retired officers

in the governorates.

 

Head of the Central Crisis Management Cell 
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Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party 
Syrian Arab Region – Regional Command 
Central Crisis Management Cell 
 

One Arab Nation With an Eternal 
Mission 

Report on the Security Situation in the Region as of (10:00) on 24/12/2011 

First: Incidents 

Damascus Governorate: 

 At 10:15 there were two blasts. The first was a car bomb targeting State Security. The second car targeted 

the District Branch of the Military Intelligence Department. There were (44) martyrs as a result, 

consisting of militaries and civilians, and (166) other individuals were wounded by shrapnel. Material 

damages were sustained by the two buildings and by /17/ civilian cars. 

 After Friday prayers on 23/12, /825/ individuals demonstrated in (11) city districts, chanting derogatory 

slogans. 

 At 12:30 on 23/12, some demonstrators tried to burn tires in the district of Al-Sahaba. 

 At 13:00 on 23/12, tens of thousands assembled for a march in the squares of (Al-Sabaa Bahrat – Al-

Hijaz – Bab Touma). 

 Pamphlets were found in several city districts. 

 At 12:00 on 23/12, /20/ masked demonstrators tried to block the road in Al-Muassasa street in Al-Isaly. 

 At 15:30 several individuals blocked the (Damascus – Dar’a) highway at Al-Qidam station using burning 

rubber tires. The road was reopened. 

 At 19:00 on 23/12, /2/ explosive devices were found in Al-Qaboun locality. One exploded, breaking a 

car’s windows. The other was defused. 

Rural Damascus Governorate: 

 After Friday prayers on 23/12, /3225/ individuals demonstrated in (13) cities and towns. 

 Limited assemblies were held in the city of Douma in several districts and shots were heard. 

 A civilian died of gunshot wounds after being taken to Al-Yaman hospital in Douma. 

 Pro-government marches were held to denounce the terrorist crime that occurred in Damascus on 23/12 

in the cities of (Adra – Al-Sheifouniyya – Al-Nashabiyya – Al-Kafrein – Shabaa – Al-Nabk – Al-Quteifa 

– Al-Tal – Daraya – Sahnaya – Ashrafiyat Sahnaya – Dahiet 8 Adhar – Sayyeda Zeinab – Jdidet Artouz) 

in which thousands of civilians participated. 

 In the city of Qudsiyya, /500/ cars staged a procession that drove through the city streets. The civilians 

raised the national flag and pictures of Mr. President. 

 After Ishaa prayers on 23/12, /1300/ individuals demonstrated in (5) cities and towns. 

 There was an armed clash between members of the army and armed individuals in Douma, killing one 

civilian. An explosive device was also defused in the district of Al-Masaken in Douma. There was a 

shootout in the district of Al-Nashabiyya. 

 In the city of Douma, an explosive device weighing /9/ kilograms was defused. 

 Armed individuals shot at the headquarters of the Second Party Division Command in the district of Al-

Raheiba, resulting in the martyrdom of a comrade. 

 Pamphlets were found in (Al-Nashabiyya – Arbin – Daraya). 

 Unidentified armed individuals on the (Damascus – Al-Zabdani) highway shot at a microbus 

transporting riot police, resulting in material damages to the microbus. 

 In the city of Douma, the bodies of (2) civilians were found, shot dead by unidentified individuals. 

Al-Quneitra Governorate: 

 After Friday prayers on 23/12, /380/ individuals demonstrated in (4) cities and towns, chanting 

derogatory slogans. 
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Dar’a Governorate: 
 After Friday prayers on 23/12, /3665/ individuals demonstrated in (23) cities, towns and villages. 

 After Friday prayers on 23/12, /8750/ individuals demonstrated in the city of Dar’a starting from (15) 

mosques. 

 At 15:30 on 23/12, a march was held in the city of Dar’a in which /1000/ civilians participated to 

denounce the terrorist incident that occurred in Damascus. 

 At 20:30, unidentified armed individuals shot at Al-Mahatta police section in the city of Dar’a who 

reciprocated. There were no casualties. 

 At 19:30, armed individuals in the town of Sayda shot at the military checkpoint, wounding (3) army 

members. 

 A civilian was killed and two were wounded by gunfire in the town of Ghabagheb when they were 

shot by unidentified individuals. 

 At 20:10 armed individuals shot, in the city of Nawa, at an army checkpoint resulting in the 

martyrdom of (2) conscripts and wounding (4) other conscripts. A civilian was killed and (3) others 

were wounded. 

 After Evening prayers on 23/12, /815/ individuals demonstrated in (6) cities and towns, chanting 

derogatory slogans before disbanding. 

 At 02:30 on 23/12, a blast occurred in the town of Al-Shajra, resulting in material damages to a 

civilian’s car. 

 At 03:00 on 23/12, unidentified armed individuals detonated an explosive device rigged to the car of 

the party division secretary in Nimr, resulting in material damage. 

 At 13:10, unidentified armed individuals shot at the Tafs police station. The personnel reciprocated. 

There were no casualties. 

 An explosive device weighing /50/ kilograms was defused on the (Damascus – Dar’a) highway at the 

Kherbet Ghazala bridge. 

As-Sweida Governorate: 
 At noon on 23/12, a mass march took to the street from outside the governorate building to denounce 

the terrorist operation that was perpetrated in Damascus. 

Homs Governorate: 
 After Friday prayers on 23/12, /14465/ individuals demonstrated in (39) cities, towns, city districts 

and villages. 

 A pro-government march was held in the city district of Wadi al-Dhahab. 

 A mass event was held in the town of Western Al-Ghawr in support of the reform campaign led by 

Mr. President Bashar al-Assad. 

 At 9:50 on 22/12, a government car allocated to a civilian was stolen from outside his house in Homs. 

 At 6:00 on 23/12, a search operation was conducted for wanted persons in the city districts of (Baba 

Amr – Jouber – Al-Sultaniyya) as a result of which (42) individuals were arrested. The following 

were confiscated: /2/ cars, /2/ motorcycles, /2/ field hospitals and one field clinic on which was 

written Free Syrian Army, one Russian rifle, /2/ hunting rifles, /3/ fighting guns, one hand grenade 

and /4/ explosive devices. 

 A shootout occurred between armed individuals and military checkpoints in (4) city districts. The 

armed individuals also used /RPGs/. 

 At 14:00, unidentified individuals in the city of Talbisa raised the independence flag on the pole of a 

school. It was removed. 

 A martyred army member who had been shot dead was taken to the military hospital, and (14) army 

and security members were also taken there. 

 A woman who had been shot was taken to the national hospital. (12) individuals including one woman 

were taken to Al-Birr hospital. An individual was taken to Al-Zaim hospital. An individual was taken 

to Al-Kindi hospital after being shot by an unidentified individual. 

 A civilian who had been shot dead by an unidentified individual was taken to Al-Birr hospital. The 

bodies of (2) civilian were found shot dead by unidentified individuals. 
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-2- 

Governorate of Hama: 
 After Friday prayers on 23/12, there was a blast followed by shooting which targeted a security 

patrol near Mustafa Jaber mosque and wounded (4) members. A blast in the locality of South Al-

Malaab also targeted a security patrol, wounding a patrol member. 

 At 12:30 a blast occurred near the restaurant of Al-Arbaa Nawaair in the city, resulting in material 

damage to a bus for security members. 

 An explosive device was defused in the locality of Al-Sabouniyya. 

 At 12:20, a blast and shooting occurred at the passing of a police patrol on the Aleppo road in the 

city, wounding (7) members. 

 On 22/12, a civilian was abducted from the town of Tibet al-Imam with his private car. 

 On 22/12, armed individuals forced shop owners to close their shops in (4) towns. 

 On 22/12, an armed group blocked (Al-Suqaylabiyya – Muhrada) highway at the junction of the 

village of Al-Jalma. They forced employees and students to go back home. 

 After Friday prayers on 23/12, /7250/ individuals demonstrated in (8) cities, towns and villages. 

 At 12:00, some /50/ armed individuals in military uniforms attacked the police station of Qasr bin 

Wardan, stole /5/ Russian rifles and a quantity of ammunition, and tore a picture of Mr. President. 

 At 22:30, armed individuals were tracked in the sub-district of Al-Saan. An armed individual was 

killed, (4) armed individuals were arrested, and one passenger car, /20/ Russian rifles, one pump-

action rifle and one fighting gun were confiscated as a result of the operation. 

Governorate of Idleb: 

 On 23/12, /25170/ individuals demonstrated in (43) cities, towns and villages. 

 At 18:30 on 23/12, /550/ individuals demonstrated in two cities. 

 On 23/12, two unidentified bodies were found in the village of Tromba. 

 The Armed Forces are tracking the armed groups in the district of Jabal al-Zawiya. 

 A civilian’s grain shop was burned in the town of Jisr al-Shughour. 

 At 02:00, unidentified armed individuals in the village of Al-Hamra abducted a civilian to an 

unknown location and later released him. 

 At 10:00, unidentified armed individuals vandalized and robbed some property from the irrigation 

station building in the village of Inata. 

 At 18:00, unidentified armed individuals in the town of Kafrtakharim shot at the Special Missions 

Battalion checkpoint. The members reciprocated. Many armed individuals were killed and 

wounded by the gunfire. 

 Unidentified armed individuals on the (Aleppo – Damascus) highway, at Sahyan, hijacked the 

Saudi car of two Turkish nationals and robbed them of a sum of money, their cellphones and their 

IDs. 

 There was a shootout in the town of Binnsh between two families, killing and individual and 

wounding another. 

 A civilian’s body was found shot dead after being abducted earlier on the (Kafr Jales) road. Two 

unidentified bodies were found shot dead by unidentified individuals on the (Aleppo – Damascus) 

highway in the town of Saraqab. 

 On 22/12, unidentified individuals in the towns of (Teftnaz – Maarrat al-Nuaman) attacked the 

houses of pro-government individuals, abducted (6) individuals, and burned and robbed some of 

the houses. 

 On 22/12, unidentified individuals in the town of Maartamsrin hijacked a civilian’s car and robbed 

him of a sum of money. 
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-3- 
Aleppo Governorate: 

 In the evening on 22/12, /1655/ individuals demonstrated in (10) cities, towns, city districts and 

villages, chanting derogatory slogans. The demonstrators in the (town of Haritan, town of Mari and 

town of Talrifaat) raised the old Syrian flag. 

 During the morning and afternoon on 23/12, /5680/ individuals demonstrated in (24) city districts, 

cities, towns and villages, chanting derogatory slogans. The demonstrators in the cities of (Ain al-

Arab – Akhtrin – Rityan) carried the old Syrian flag. The Kurdish flag was raised in the city of Ain 

al-Arab. They also carried some signs with derogatory slogans and seditious slogans on them. The 

demonstrators in the village of Hayyan burned the flag mounted on the roof of the post office. In 

the village of Qabtan al-Jabal, the demonstrators destroyed a picture of Mr. President. The 

demonstrators in the city of Al-Bab spread nails on the roads to hinder vehicle traffic. 

 In the evening on 23/12, /190/ individuals demonstrated in (3) cities and towns, chanting derogatory 

slogans. 

Al-Hasaka Governorate: 
 After Friday prayers, /2815/ individuals demonstrated in (7) cities and towns, chanting derogatory 

slogans and Kurdish demands. 

 At 17:00 a pro-government march was held in the city of Al-Qamishli in which /400/ civilians 

participated to denounce the resolutions of the Arab League. 

 A pro-government march was held in the city of Tal Tamr in support of the reform campaign led 

by Mr. President. 

Deir ez-Zor Governorate: 
 In the evening on Thursday 22/12, /280/ individuals demonstrated in (4) cities and towns, chanting 

derogatory slogans. 

 After Friday prayers on 23/12, /520/ individuals demonstrated in (5) cities, towns and villages, 

chanting derogatory slogans. 

 The operation that was conducted in the city of Al-Qouriyya on 22/12 resulting in: (4) terrorists 

killed, (30) armed individuals arrested and their weapons confiscated, one civilian wounded, and a 

little girl dead by gunfire. The operations ended at 16:00 on 22/12. 

 In the evening on 23/12, /200/ individuals demonstrated in (4) towns and villages, chanting 

derogatory slogans. 

 02:00 masked individuals in the town of Al-Mouhasan blocked the main road with burning tires. 

The road was reopened. 

 At 21:15, unidentified armed individuals shot at the guards of the Omar oil field and the guards 

reciprocated. There were no casualties. A blast was heard south of the said field, but there were no 

damages. 

Ar-Raqqa Governorate: 
 At 13:30 on 22/12, /140/ individuals demonstrated, hurling rocks at the police and patrols. They 

were dispersed. 

Lattakia Governorate: 
 After Friday prayers on 23/12, /175/ individuals demonstrated in (3) cities, chanting derogatory 

slogans. 

 At 22:00 on 22/12, /30/ individuals demonstrated in the city district of Al-Saliba, chanting anti-

government slogans. 

 At 23:45-24:15, there were (4) blasts in the city of Lattakia. There were no casualties. 

 Derogatory slogans were removed from the walls in the city district of Al-Tabiyat, the outside wall 

of the martyr Salem Sukkariyya school, and some walls in the city district of Bustan al-Rihan. 

 At 10:30, /100/ students demonstrated in Jabla, and /260/ individuals demonstrated in the villages 

of the district of Al-Haffa. 

Case 1:16-cv-01423-ABJ   Document 39-27   Filed 03/22/18   Page 140 of 414



Tartous Governorate: 

 Large crowds gathered in Al-Mathaf square in Tartous and Al-Sifsafa to denounce the terrorist act 

that targeted Damascus. 

-4- 

 After Friday prayers, /15/ individuals demonstrated outside Al-Mansour mosque in the city of 

Tartous. They were dispersed by the police. 

 An army member in the city of Banyas shot at a civilian who was speeding through the checkpoint, 

wounding a little girl by gunfire. 

II: Total Number of Demonstrators and Casualties: 

A. The total number of demonstrators was /92380/ individuals from (235) cities, towns, city districts 

and villages. 

B. Number of marches: (24) marches in several cities and towns, to denounce the blast in the city of 

Damascus. 

C. Total Casualties: 

 (46) army, security and police martyrs, including several civilians who died in /2/ car bomb blasts 

in the city of Damascus. 

 (197) army, security and police wounded, including several civilians who were wounded in /2/ car 

bomb blasts in the city of Damascus. 

 (9) civilians killed and (10) bodies, some unidentified. 

 (23) civilians wounded. 

D. Abductions: (9) civilians abducted, some of whom were collaborators with security agencies. 

E. Hijackings: (3) government and private cars – money robbed from civilians – (5) Russian rifles and 

a quantity of ammunition. 

F. Attacks: Shooting at army and security checkpoints and shooting at military cars and patrol vehicles 

– blasts targeting civilian cars belonging to [pro-government] supporters and Party comrades – 

police stations attacked – main and side roads blocked – some store owners forced to close their 

stores in several towns – stores burned and houses burned – attack on an oil field. 

Be informed. 

Head of the Central Crisis Management Cell 
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Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party 
Syrian Arab Region—Regional 
Command 
Central Crisis Management Cell 
 

One Arab Nation With an Eternal Mission 

Report on the Security Situation in the Region as of (10:00) on 25/12/2011 
 

First: Incidents 
Damascus Governorate: 

 At 12:40 on 24/12, /150/ people demonstrated in the locality of Al-Maydan Abou Habal, chanting 

offensive slogans. They disbanded at the arrival of police and security patrols. 

 At 14:00 on 24/12, a pro-government procession marched with /700/ civilian participants in the 

locality of Baghdad Street. They decried the terrorist massacre of 23/12 in Damascus and the 

resolutions of the Arab League. 

Rural Damascus Governorate: 
 After Ishaa prayer on 24/12, /700/ people demonstrated in (4) cities and towns, chanting offensive 

slogans. 

 At 14:00 on 24/12, /1000/ people joined the funeral procession of a martyr. Some chanted anti-

Syria slogans and shot at security troops, resulting in the gunshot injury and hospitalization of an 

army member and a girl. 

 At 14:30 on 24/12, some /200/ people joined the funeral procession of an army martyr in the town 

of Raheiba, some chanting offensive slogans. 

 At 15:00 on 24/12, some /2000/ people joined the funeral procession of an army member in the 

town of Sa’sa’, some chanting offensive slogans. 

 At 15:30 on 24/12, some /4000/ people joined the funeral processions of two civilians in Duma 

who had been killed in previous incidents, some were chanting offensive slogans. 

 At 16:30 on 24/12, unidentified armed individuals on motorcycles threatened civilians in the city 

of Dhameer and incited them to go on strike. 

 At 21:45, unidentified armed individuals in the town of Dhameer attacked the warehouses of the 

Border Guards. Troops reciprocated, resulting in the gunshot injury and hospitalization of one 

member. 

 At 22:00 on 24/12, unidentified armed individuals in the suburb of Harasta shot at a Colonel MD 

in his clinic, resulting in his martyrdom. 

 Unidentified armed individuals broke into the Sar cleaning product factory in the town of Adra and 

stole /6/ Russian rifles from the factory guards. 

 An army member was taken to Al-Huda Hospital in Sbeineh having been shot by an unknown 

individual in the locality of Sayyeda Zeinab. 

 On 23/12, unidentified armed individuals shot at the troops of the security roadblock at Marj 

Elsultan roundabout and the troops of the military radar guards in Tall Farzat in Nashabiyeh. The 

troops reciprocated, resulting in the gunshot injury of an armed individual. 

 On 23/12, armed individuals in the city of Yabroud abducted a civilian in the city of Yabroud. He 

was later released. 

Quneitra Governorate: 
 On the evening of 23/12, /80/ people demonstrated at two intervals at the Artuz gathering. 

 At 18:00 on 24/12, /25/ people demonstrated in the village of Rafid, chanting offensive slogans. 

They disbanded at the arrival of the police and security. 

Dar’a Governorate: 
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 At 20:30 on 23/12, fire was exchanged with armed individuals in the city of Nawa, resulting in the 

martyrdom of (2) army troops and death of (3) civilians. 

 On the evening of 23/12, /200/ people demonstrated in the city of Tafs. 

 At 14:25 on 24/12, /100/ people demonstrated in the town of Hrak, chanting anti-Syria slogans 

before disbanding. 

 At 18:15 on 24/12, /200/ people demonstrated in (3) towns, chanting anti-Syria slogans before 

disbanding. 

 At 18:45 on 24/12, an armed ambush targeted security patrols near the town of Izra’, resulting in 

the martyrdom of one and the gunshot injury and hospitalization of (8) military security troops. 

 Unidentified individuals broke into Martyr Basel al-Assad Secondary School in the town of Sayda 

and stole a computer and propane cylinder. 

 The body of a person shot dead by an unknown party was found in the town of Kherbet Ghazala. 

As-Sweida Governorate: 
 On 24/12 a funeral tent was set up outside the governorate seat for the martyrs killed in the terrorist 

act in Damascus on 23/12. 

Homs Governorate: 
 At 12:45 on 24/12, some /150/ people some of whom were armed gathered in the city of Al-Qusayr, 

chanting offensive slogans before disbanding. 

 At 14:40 on 24/12, several people gathered in the town of Talbiseh, chanting offensive slogans. 

Some shot at security roadblocks and troops reciprocated. No injuries were reported. 

 After Ishaa prayer on 24/12, /600/ people demonstrated in (4) cities, chanting offensive slogans. 

 At 01:00 on 24/12, unidentified armed individuals shot at the house of an officer of the rank of 

Colonel, resulting in his injury and hospitalization. They also beat his wife and children before 

fleeing. 

 At 6:00 on 24/12, the search and inspection operation continued in the city districts and villages of 

(Baba Amrou—Sultaniyeh—Jober). (Forty-six) people were arrested, /19/ stolen vehicles were 

seized—along with /4/ Russian rifles—/2/ fighting guns—/8/ (RPGs)—anti-tank missile 

launcher—/18/ explosive devices—/44/ Israeli-made dynamite sticks—/18/ remote controls—/3/ 

/RPG/ launchers—/4/ computers—/3/ field hospitals, fake license plates—/100/ kg of chemicals 

used in making explosive devices—/700/ kg of materials used in making bombs—equipment used 

in making bombs and a quantity of ammunition—/70/ explosive devices. An explosive device was 

defused from under the railway in the city district of Baba Amrou. 

 An ambulance derailed at the Tadmor roundabout after being shot at by unidentified armed 

individuals. (Four) paramedics sustained contusions. 

 At 8:10 on 24/12, a public transportation car was shot at near the national hospital resulting in the 

martyrdom of an Air Security member, the injury of another and the death of the driver. 

 At 9:20, an ambulance was shot at the Sehha sign. The driver sustained contusions and was 

hospitalized. 

 At 12:00, unidentified individuals on the old Tadmor road abducted (2) civilians. Their 

whereabouts are unknown. 

 At 14:00 unidentified armed individuals on Al-Sham road abducted a civilian. They released him 

after robbing him of (171,000) Syrian pounds and (7) cell phones. 

 At 18:00 on 24/12, an /RPG/ was launched at a (BMP) convoy in the city district of Baba Amrou. 

The driver was injured and hospitalized. The armed individuals took control of the vehicles and 

used them to shoot at the roadblocks. At 22:00, army troops damaged the vehicles. 
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 Unidentified armed individuals in the city district of Baba Amrou launched an /RPG/ at an 

ambulance, burning it to the ground. 

—2— 
 Unidentified armed individuals shot at the troops of military roadblocks in the city of Taldu and 

village of Tal Dahab. The troops reciprocated, resulting in the death of (4) terrorists and gunshot 

injury and hospitalization of one army member. 

 Unidentified armed individuals launched an /RPG/ at the home of Ghazi Zugheib, former Ba’ath 

Branch Secretary in Homs, in the city district of Baba Amrou, killing him and his wife. 

 (Five) martyred army troops were taken to the military hospital, having been shot in different city 

districts. (Twenty-eight) army and security troops were hospitalized for gunshot injuries. 

 (Five) injured civilians were taken to Al-Berr Hospital, having been shot by unidentified 

individuals in different city districts. 

 (Three) bodies were found in different city districts of the city of Homs, shot dead by unidentified 

individuals. 

Hama Governorate: 
 On the evening of 23/12, an armed group was chased in the town of Saan (district of Saan). One 

was killed, (4) were arrested and one fled. 

 At 03:00 on 24/12, unidentified armed individuals hijacked a government van in the city district of 

Hameidiyyeh in Mehlajat Abi al-Fidaa. 

 At 17:00 on 24/12, two armed individuals slaughtered a medical student at his father’s pharmacy. 

They stole /20,000/ Syrian pounds and fled. 

 At 17:30 on 24/12, an explosive device detonated in a civilian’s car on the road to Al-Abbasi 

Mosque in the city. The car was completely destroyed. 

 (Two) bodies were found, one of which unidentified and shot and the other burned in the city of 

Hama. 

 On 23/12, unidentified armed individuals shot at the troops of the joint security roadblock in the 

city district of Al-Jeb, injuring one policeman. 

 At 15:00 on 24/12, /100/ people demonstrated in the town of Tiba Elemam, chanting offensive 

slogans. They disbanded at 16:00. 

 At 14:00 on 24/12, unidentified armed individuals in the city of Dames abducted a civilian. They 

released him after stealing his bicycle, cell phone and money. 

 At 21:00, unidentified armed individuals in the village of Maar Shahrour hijacked the car of a 

civilian who works as a pharmacist and stole his money. 

 Unidentified armed individuals on the (Qamhana—Khattab) main road hijacked a truck loaded with 

/200/ crates of carbonated water. 

Idleb Governorate: 
 On 23/12, /4600/ people demonstrated in (4) cities and towns. 

 On 24/12, a heavy deployment of armed individuals was observed in the eastern rural area of the 

city of Al-Maarra, accompanied by the posting of several roadblocks on the junctions of villages 

and towns. 

 An armed group in the town of Teftnaz abducted (9) civilians from the village of Maarrat al-Naasan. 

They burned down a civilian’s guest house and burgled another one’s house. (Three) abducted 

civilians were released. (Six) remain in their custody. 

 At 12:00 on 24/12, a pro-government procession took to the street in the town of Salqin in which 

approximately /500/ civilians participated. They chanted for the life of Mr. President and decried 

the explosion that occurred in Damascus on 23/12. 
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 At 10:30 on 24/12, unidentified armed individuals on the (Ariha—Maarrat al-Nuaman) main road, 

in the village of Kfarlata, abducted a noncommissioned police officer from the Talamnas Police 

Station. He was released after they took pictures of him as a dissident and stole his police ID. 

 At 22:30 on 24/12, an explosive device detonated at the southern entrance of the city of Idleb at the 

passing of a patrol. No injuries were reported. 

—3— 

 A civilian shot dead in the village of Maraand in the district of Jisr Ash-Shugur was taken to the 

national hospital in Jisr Ash-Shugur. 

 The bodies of (3) civilians were found shot dead by unknown individuals. 

 On 23/12, unidentified armed individuals shot at the troops of the military roadblock in the village 

of Hazarin in the sub-district of Mhambal. The troops reciprocated, resulting in the martyrdom of 

an army member. 

Aleppo Governorate: 

 On the evening of 23/12, /690/ people demonstrated in (9) cities, towns and city districts. 

 After Ishaa prayer on 24/12, /220/ people demonstrated in one city district and (2) villages, chanting 

offensive slogans. 

 At 02:40 on 24/12, unidentified armed individuals shot at the troops of the police surveillance post 

of Al-Maydan Mosque in the city. No injuries were reported. 

Al-Hasakeh Governorate: 

 At 9:00 on 24/12, two pro-government processions took to the streets. Approximately /1700/ 

civilians participated in the two cities of (Ras Al Ain—Shahadah) to denounce the two terrorist 

operations and reject the plots and conspiracies targeting our people. 

 Between 11:00 and 13:30, /5000/ Kurds demonstrated in the city of Al-Malikeyyeh, chanting anti-

Syria slogans. Speeches were given on the importance of the People’s Council of West Kurdistan. 

They called on the Syrian people to unit for freedom and democracy. They disbanded at 16:00. 

Deir ez-Zor Governorate: 

 At 18:00 on 23/12, thousands of civilians gathered in the square of the immortal leader, carrying 

national flags. They rejected the resolutions of the Arab League and decried the terrorist explosions 

that occurred in Damascus. 

 On 23/12, around /200/ people demonstrated in (3) cities and towns, chanting offensive slogans. 

 On 24/12, /200/ people demonstrated in (4) cities, towns and villages, chanting offensive slogans. 

 At 02:00 on 24/12, unidentified armed individuals abducted (10) troops from the popular army 

assigned to guard Al-Mazouaa gas station on (Deir ez-Zor—Damascus) main road. They were later 

released. /Eight/ Russian rifles and assorted ammunition were stolen from them. 

 At 18:00 on 24/12, the joint security patrols in the city of Abou Kamal arrested (2) people onboard 

a car and seized one hunting rifle and /500,000/ Syrian pounds. An explosive device and /3/ hand 

grenades were found on a farm road. 

Ar-Raqqa Governorate: 

 At noon and on the evening on 23/12, /200/ young men gathered. No offensive slogans were 

chanted. 

Second: Total Number of Demonstrators and Casualties: 
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A. The total number of demonstrators was /16475/ civilians in (46) cities, towns, city districts and villages.

B. Number of processions: (5) processions in (5) cities—one funeral tent in one city supporting Mr.

President and decrying the terrorist explosion that occurred in Damascus on 23/12.

C. Total number of casualties:

(11) army, security and police martyrs.

—4— 

(44) army, security and police injuries.

(11) civilian casualties and (9) bodies some of which unidentified.

(10) civilian injuries.

D. Abductions: A noncommissioned police officer was abducted and released after he was portrayed as a

deserter—abduction of (9) civilians.

E. Larceny: (2) cars were stolen—one motorcycle—(14) automatic rifles—money from multiple

civilians—cell phones—one school was burgled.

F. Assaults: Shooting at security patrols and military roadblocks—ambushes on the routes of patrols and

vehicles—explosive devices planted and detonated and special vehicles destroyed—shooting at

ambulances—burning down a house and a guest house—attack on weapons warehouses—slaughter of a

civilian and assassinations of a medical officer at his clinic—gunshot injury of another officer after an

attack on his home.

 

Head of the Central Crisis Management Cell 
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Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party                                                                  One Arab Nation 
Syrian Arab Region - Regional Command                                      with an eternal Mission 

National Security Bureau                                                                       Confidential 

Number/13/National Security                   

Date: 3/2/2012 

                                                               Classified archives of the branch 
                                                                         after being informed 
                                                                                          

Exclusively for heads of branches 
Circular 

Arab Greetings: 
In its meeting held on 1/2/2012, the Central Crisis Management Cell discussed the outcomes of 

security and military actions at the country level, and took several decisions pertaining to guiding 

military and security commanders towards undertaking the following measures: 

 

1. Activate the work of checkpoints and provide support between them, as well as prevent 

armed elements from establishing their own checkpoints. 

2. Block all sources of funds provided for armed elements and terrorists, and other financial 

means, as well as plant mines in holes on the border, reinforce the measures aiming at 

banning smuggling and reinforce protection in facilities and locations where there are 

weapons and ordnance. [illegible] 

3. Carefully examine and constantly follow-up on information about targets, in addition to 

carrying out successful surprise actions, always taking the initiative, resorting to 

deception and camouflage and appropriate means of psychological war, wearing down 

and draining the enemy, achieving the optimal exploitation of the abilities of the special 

tasks groups that are under the command of the commanders, and beginning the 

implementation of actions that guarantee success and constantly striving to adopt new 

working methods and methodologies. 

4. Hold daily meetings in order to evaluate, on a daily basis, all the carried out operations, 

analyze the situation from all angles and carefully examine the next day’s tasks.  

5. Take care of the financial and psychological situation of all elements designated to 

execute tasks, and adopt the best methods to strengthen their belief in the sanctity of the 

tasks they carry out in order to eradicate all armed elements and put an end to the crisis. 

6. Communicate constantly between leaders and subordinates, activate their work and 

overcome all obstacles that hinder them, especially after they accomplish their tasks, in 

particular amidst difficult situations. 

7. Take measures to reinforce the presence of military, security and police units in 

recovered regions and close down all roads that facilitate the infiltration of armed men 

and terrorists, as well as all points leading to the border with Lebanon.  

8. Put the Comrade Minister of Interior in charge of executing a field tour in Aleppo 

governorate to supervise and oversee the reorganization of the work carried out by police 

units and members with security systems, popular committees and party members, in 

addition to carefully examining areas of heated situations in the cities, towns and villages 

of Aleppo, taking the necessary measures, coordinating the work between different 

sectors and joint patrols and examining the security situation and working methods with 

the security committee in the governorate. 
 

240/… 
6/2/2012 
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9. Supply the National Security Bureau with the names of killed armed individuals and 

terrorists after each and every clash with them. The names are to be disseminated through 

all media outlets to ensure the credibility of military and security activities carried out 

against them in order to boost the morale of the public. 

10. Provide the additional financial support necessary to improve the material security of the 

members of armed and security units and maintain high morale among them at all times. 

 

 

 

Be informed and carry out the necessary measures each according to the tasks required of them. 

 

Eternity to Our Message 

 

  Comrade Head of the 

National Security Bureau 

Copy to: 

-Comrade Head of the Central Crisis Management Cell 

 

 Be informed  

-Comrade Major General, Minister of Interior 

-Comrade Major General, Head of the Intelligence 

Department 

-Comrade Major General, Director of the General 

Intelligence Directorate 

-Comrade Major General, Director of the Air Force 

Intelligence Directorate 

 

 Be informed and act 

accordingly 

 

Syrian Arab Republic 

Ministry of Interior 

Political Security 

Department 

Number 10117  

[Handwritten acronym in 

Arabic, not clear what it 

means] 

 15558/Political 

Date: 6/2/2012 

  

 

To the Heads of Political Security Branches in the Center and the Governorates 

Be informed, carry out and act accordingly. 

 

 

[Signature] 

Head of the Political Security Department 

[Signature] 
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[Unclear Handwritten word]  

From:                                                              Fax no:        

 

Jan 27  2005 05:35 Am   P1 

Syrian Arab Republic 

General Command of the Army and Armed Forces 

Intelligence Department - Branch 261 

No.: 70277/2/  [acronym not clear what it stands for] 

Date: 27/6/2012 

Highly Confidential- 

Immediate 

To Mr. Major General 
General Military and Security Chief in the Homs Governorate 

 

We received the following information: 

Many defected officers are living in a multiple-story building in ar-Rastan. The ground floor is 

used as a field hospital while the second floor serves as an operations chamber for the defected 

officers who number /15/, led by defected Colonel   

To the east of the building the Ar-Rastan recruitment department is located, and to the north is 

the new veggie market and Ar-Rastan kindergarten. 

-The basement of a house owned by  is used as a warehouse for 

arms. 

- Defected Colonel   sleeps at a house owned by the  family. The 

house is yellow and is located around /40/ meters to the southern west of the house of 
. 

 

Proposal: 

Forces operating in the area shall use the information 

Kindly be informed 

 

Staff Brigadier General 

In charge of the affairs of Branch 261 

[Signature] 

6/29 
[*Stamp]: General Command of Army and Armed Forces [/illegible] 

 

Opinion of Mr. Major General, Security Chief in the Governorate and Assistant to the Military 

Commander 
I recommend to accurately locate the location and bombard it immediately 
6/29 
[Signature] 

 

Decision of Mr. Major General, General Military and Security Chief in the Homs Governorate 

 

The commander of the Ar-Rastan sector, determine the location of the place and strike with 
artillery immediately. 
6/30 
[Signature] 

Case 1:16-cv-01423-ABJ   Document 39-25   Filed 03/22/18   Page 233 of 243

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight



Case 1:16-cv-01423-ABJ   Document 39-25   Filed 03/22/18   Page 234 of 243

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight

emilie.hunter
Highlight



https://cija-syria-homs.org

Follow us for updates of CIJA’s work and achievements:

https://cijaonline.org/donate

Support CIJA through a donation:

@CIJAOnline @CIJAOnlineThe Commission for International
Justice and Accountability

https://cija-syria-homs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CIJAonline
https://twitter.com/CIJAOnline
https://cijaonline.org/donate
https://cijaonline.org/donate
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